FACULTY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Regulations for Master's theses of 30 and 60 ECTS. 

Adopted by "Kvalitetsutvalget" (The Quality Committee) on October 2, 2006 and put into effect by the Dean's administrative decision, October 4, 2006.

1. The Master's thesis: Information and assignment.
1.1 The departments arrange information meetings  for the students and inform them about routines concerning the Master's theses before November 15. The departments will present examples of relevant and topical assignments.

1.2  For students writing the Master's theses of 60 ECTS the meeting will be held before May 1.

1.3  The student must hand in an application for an assignment  The form and suggest topic, title and supervisor before December 15. The form ”Master’s Thesis Registration” must be filled out and submitted  to the faculty office/"servicetorget" IPT. For students writing the Master's thesis of 60 ECTS the deadline is September 1.

1.4  The department approves the topic/project outline and checks that the student has shown sufficient progress in her/his studies and endorses the choice of supervisor.

1.5  Deadline for the assignment of theses of 30 ECTS is February 1.  For theses of 60 ECTS the deadline is September 15. The form The form ”Master’s Thesis Registration” must be submitted and signed.

1.6  In order to be assigned a Master's thesis the student must have fulfilled the requirements for admission and have completed at least 45 ECTS of the Master program the by September 1. Students may still begin a 30 ECTS thesis if they have successfully taken 70 ECTS by February 1.

1.7  The timeframes are maximum 5 or 10 months from assignment to submission for theses of 30 or 60 ECTS respectively. In particular cases permission for an extension of the timeframe may be granted.

2. Working on the thesis.

2.1  The Master's thesis is an individual assignment of 30 or 60 ECTS.

2.2  There must be consultations between student and supervisor several times during the preparation period. The supervisor may insist on the student providing a work schedule.  
2.3  The supervisor/person who has the academic responsibility must be employed at  the University of Stavanger.

2.4 The Faculty has prepared Guidelines for Master's theses. The departments may add supplementary guidelines. 

3. Submission

3.1  The thesis must be submitted to the faculty office/"Servicetorg" IPT before June 15. The registration form of the Master's thesis must be signed by the Faculty office, of which the student retains a copy.

3.2  The thesis must be delivered electronically in addition to 4 bound copies. The front page must always conform to the standard template.

3.3 Access to the paper will normally be “Open”, but an application for the paper to be kept confidential for up to 2 years can be submitted. For papers with restricted access, the title page must be printed on red paper. 

3.4 Papers that are not submitted by the set deadline will receive a failing grade (F). The student may then be assigned a new thesis topic. See the Examination Rules.

3.5 Students who risk being unable to meet the deadline for submission, may apply to the department for an extended deadline in accordance with her or his supervisor and the person with academic responsibility. Please note that an extended deadline will only be granted if good cause is documented, and must be due to conditions beyond the student’s control

3.6  A written and documented application for an extended deadline must be submitted no later than 14 days prior to the stated deadline, and must include a doctor’s certificate or similar documentation. Students who have been granted an extension of  the deadline in the spring semester will have the paper accepted as submitted in the spring semester provided this is done before August 1.

4. Evaluation

4.1 The material to be evaluated is the submitted thesis together with appendices, if any. The person who has the academic responsibility and the external examiner evaluate and grade the paper.

4.2  The grading scale is according to the ECTS system. The Faculty has issued guidelines for the evaluation of Master's theses. See Master's Thesis Guidelines.

4.3  The examination results will be announced within 12 weeks after submission.

4.4  If the Master's thesis receives the grade Fail (F) the supervisor may, in consultation with the department head, give a new deadline for submission in order to have the paper improved. This period should not exceed 4 weeks. 

4.5 The best result to be obtained after improvement is an E. If the student wishes to improve his/her grade beyond this, a new Master's thesis must be submitted. 

5. Property rights – utilization – responsibilities

5.1  The student has the copyright to her/his Master's thesis. UiS may freely use the thesis with appendices for the purposes of teaching and research.  Any other use, like publication or other economic utilization, must be according to an agreement to be made between the UiS, the company and the student. This also applies to supervisor or company/institution that have contributed considerably to the value of the thesis.

5.2  UiS keeps the property rights to apparatus, physical models, etc. that may result from the thesis.

5.3  A company/institution that has contributed to the preparation of the thesis has the right to receive a copy and  use its content in its normal operations/activities. The company/institution can also be informed about the grade which the thesis has received.  

5.4 Access to the paper will normally be “Open”, but if special conditions apply, the company/institution/UiS may request that the paper be kept confidential, normally  for up to 2 years. The request must be made in writing and after it has been made probable that publication would do considerable damage.  See Agreement concerning external Master's thesis / bachelor's paper and Additional agreement concerning financial utilization. 

5.5  The content of the thesis is the responsibility of the student.

6. Dispensations

6.1  Applications for dispensation(s) from the regulations must be made in writing and be documented. Applications for postponement of submission and dispensations are decided by head of department on the recommendation of supervisor/ person who has the academic responsibility.
